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1 . Claim 58 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim cannot depend from a multiple dependent 
claim. See MPEP§ 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claim has not been further 
treated on the merits. 

The information disclosure statements filed 

1) 8/10/04; 

2) 5/16/05; 

3) 10/3/05; 

4) 1/26/06; 

taken cumulatively, fail to comply with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97 and MPEP 
609 because it is deemed implausible that given the nature of the claimed 
subject matter that the lengthy IDS does not involve cumulative references. The 
cumulative IDS comprises 325 US patent documents, 32 US patent applications, 
278 foreign patent documents and 63 non-patent literature documents. While the 
USPTO has relieved Applicants of the responsibility of submitting copies of many 
types of references, including US patent documents and applications, this is not 
seen as relieving Applicants of compliance with 37 CFR 1 .98(c), which has the 
effect of removing cumulative information from consideration and from 
publication on the face of any issuing US patent (see also MPEP 609.4(a)(ii)(fifth 
paragraph, beginning "Second") and MPEP 2004(13)). The submissions have 
been placed in the application file, but the information referred to therein has not 
been considered as to the merits. Applicant is advised that the date of any re- 
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submission of any item of information contained in this cumulative information 
disclosure statement or the submission of any missing element(s) will be the date 
of submission for purposes of determining compliance with the requirements 
based on the time of filing the statement, including all certification requirements 
for statements under 37 CFR 1 .97(e). See MPEP 609.05(a). 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 1-23, 25-41, 44-49, 52 ad 58-73 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Markel et al in view of Velasquez Urey and 
Ogawa et al. 

Markel et al disclose propylene based polymer compositions suitable for 
hot melt adhesive applications. These compositions are taught as having 
branching indices and Mw's such as claimed instantly. While many of the 
physicochemical properties instantly claimed may not be explicitly addressed, 
values such as claimed instantly are seen as inherent to the compositions of the 
reference since other properties such as g\ MW and propylene/alpha olefin 
content are met. 

This reference fails to explicitly disclose functionalized additives, tackifiers, 
wax and plasticizers. The reference further fails to disclose specific articles of 
manufacture incorporating the adhesives. 
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The reference to Velasquez Urey discloses polyolefin based hot melt 
adhesive compositions. These compositions are taught as comprising nucleating 
agents, plasticizers, wax and tackifiers. Suitable species of each of these 
components include those meeting the limitations of the rejected claims. The 
adhesives are taught as suitably used in applications such as disposable diapers 
wherein woven or non-woven materials are adhered to polymeric films. This 
application is seen as meeting the limitation of a tie layer. 

The reference to Ogawa et al is cited as demonstrating the art known use 
of polypropylene based hot melt adhesives in tape and packaging. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine art 
known adhesive additives for their art known function/benefit as taught by the 
Velasquez Urey reference with the polymers of the primary reference when 
adhesives were desired. 

Claims 24, 42, 43, 50, 51 and 54-57 are objected to as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent 
form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Edward J. Cain whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-1 118. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 1 0:00 to 
6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Vasu Jagannathan, can be reached on 571 272-1119. 
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The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 



free). 
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